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Birthdays this month

11/7  Mizuki
11/12 Maori

11/21 Tomomi
11/24 Nanami. N
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Recommended books of this month. They are in the library.
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Pretty, masked monsters appeared on Halloween afternoon
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"6 Months in Japan (so far!)
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My first six months here in beautiful
Hokkaido have gone by far faster than |
suspected they would. | think that's a
sign that | have enjoyed my time here!

I'll admit that | was hesitant and a little
apprehensive - taken off guard and a tad
shy when | arrived - mostly because |
knew very little Japanese, had never
been to Hokkaido before, and knew
almost nobody here.

| remember my first day clearly: | woke
up at 3:30 am precisely (thanks to the jet
lag), and went for a stroll during sunrise
in the park. It was the most peaceful
walk, in the most quaint city, and the sun
and sky were beautiful, and | knew that |
would be happy here. | definitely have
been!

Not only is Hokkaido one of the most
beautiful places I've visited, it's also one
of the most peaceful. It seems separated
from the industrious Honshu, yet still has
the same motivation and unison of the
rest of Japan. | sense a great sense of
pride and motivation, with internal
strength here in Japan and in the hearts
of Japanese people.

There is a great strive to do everything
well, to work hard with and for each
other. To feel it and to see everyone
doing it peacefully and enthusiastically
makes me both happy and hopeful. |
see strong character and potential in
each of the students here at EIS, and |
hope to harness their strengths and give
them a chance to really explore their
creative side.

Everywhere | go | witness the odd
phenomenon of traditional Japan
integrating with the modernizing of the
world. | hope that the students here
take with them the essential foundations
and traditions of Japan, and carry it with
them when they travel. Learning English
does not mean abandoning their culture
and Westernizing, but rather, using it to
convey and educate others from around
the world about the greater depth of
Japan.

| was never much into Anime, nor so
much Harajuku fashion, but | must admit
those are the two things most foreigners
think of - besides "Western sushi". |
learned teriyaki chicken ismost definitely
a Western creation, and is a rare thing on
a Japanese menu. | have learned a great
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deal amount of ways to respect others,
and just how quickly it can be shattered.

The history and culture are understood
within Japan, but have little to no
recognition outside of Japan. My hope
is that these students will learn to
effectively communicate with the rest of
the world, and share with everyone else,
the inner beauty and strength that
weaves together the true heart of Japan.
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Introduction of staff
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Mayumi Kanamura
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